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Best Practice 

1. Title of the Practice: Users’ (Students/Scholars) participation in Library 

Collection & Development.  

2. Objectives of the Practice: The major objectives of the initiative may be 

noted as below; 

• To make the library collection useful to the students/ scholars 

• To help the students/ scholar for getting their required document 

• To help the needy students/scholars to carry out their research work 

• To make the users friendly library collections. 

• To induce students in library development  

3. The Context: It is found from the experience that library purchased books 
recommended by the teachers but the collection sometimes could not satisfy the 

students and scholars. Faculty members are generally interested to recommend 
books which are useful for their own interested area.  Often, the scholars could not 

find books which are useful to their research area.  Moreover, the collection grows 
in number and also in terms of amount.  On the other hand, the needy students are 
not able to purchase books in their own research area.  Therefore, it becomes very 

difficult to carry out their research work.  In this context library has decided to 
purchase the books which will be recommended by the students/ scholars.  

Moreover, to address the students’ grievance (if any), library authority interacts with 
the students’ half yearly where students and staff of the library sit together to find 

out the possible ways of the problems. The caption of the meeting is ‘User Librarian 
face-to-face’. From the meeting the names of the interested students have been 
noted and ask them to interact/co-operate with the library on any problem under the 

name ‘Library Friends’.  

4. The Practice: One of the uniqueness of book selection process in Visva-

Bharati Library is that, in addition to faculty members, students and scholars are 
entitled to submit requisitions for particular book(s) of their need. This process is a 
continuous process and they are able to submit the requisitions throughout the year 

irrespective of availability of fund. Authority and fund allocation committee is kind 
enough to allocate some funds separately for the procurement of books as selected 

by the students/scholars. To avoid any irrelevant collections and proper utilization of 
the fund for needful collection the requisition form must be forwarded by the concern 
HOD (for UG and PG Student) and HOD plus Research Supervisor (for scholars).   The 

requisition form is available in the office of the central library as well as in the library 
website. In the proforma, concern candidate may mention the position (Reading 

Room, Reference Section, Main Stack, etc.) for shelving of the book(s), in this way 
library is trying to represent as students/scholar’s friendly library. Moreover, after 
purchasing and processing of the book(s), concern candidate is being intimated 

(through mobile call) by the library staff to issue the same from the library.  

During meeting with the students, some students have been identified to act as 

‘Library Friends’ to help to run the library smoothly. Not only that, during any 
program (Seminar/Workshop/ Webinar/ Book Exhibition), these library friends are 
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involving like a student of the any department and this is also very helpful to the 
library to conduct any event as library has no students directly because VB has no 

Library and Information Science as its teaching department. 

5. Evidence of Success: It is observed that, scholars/ students are taking 

active part in print books procurement in impartial manner. The trend of 
submission of requisition is in ever increasing in nature. The sample of book 
requisition by the student is as below; 

 

. 
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 Authority has allocated separate fund for procurement of books requestioned 
by the students, above screen shots are self-explanatory.  

 It is fact that, the needy students are immensely benefitted with this practice 
and encouraged to use library properly. 

6. Problems Encountered and Resources Required: the main problem is 
as; 

Before this introduction of this it was a regular that students/scholars came and 

report to the library that the books need to us is not available in the library; on 
the other hand, required boos were not available as books have been selected by 

the faculty members only. After introduction of this system, the grievance from 
the general users are gradually decreasing. 

Library needs some special budget to meet the expenses for the procurement of 

books recommended by the students/scholars throughout the year. Compare to 
number of students, scholars, courses, departments the total book grant is not 

enough to meet the current needs.   

Library Friends are not in same nature. Some are in very inactive nature and a 
few of them are active.  

7. Notes (Optional): Any university/institute library may introduce this system 
to encourage the general users for using more and more library for the study and 

research purpose and also to develop user’s friendly library with print collections. 

 


