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Best Practice

1. Title of the Practice: Users’ (Students/Scholars) participation in Library
Collection & Development.

2. Objectives of the Practice: The major objectives of the initiative may be
noted as below;

e To make the library collection useful to the students/ scholars

e To help the students/ scholar for getting their required document

e To help the needy students/scholars to carry out their research work
e To make the users friendly library collections.

e To induce students in library development

3. The Context: It is found from the experience that library purchased books
recommended by the teachers but the collection sometimes could not satisfy the
students and scholars. Faculty members are generally interested to recommend
books which are useful for their own interested area. Often, the scholars could not
find books which are useful to their research area. Moreover, the collection grows
in number and also in terms of amount. On the other hand, the needy students are
not able to purchase books in their own research area. Therefore, it becomes very
difficult to carry out their research work. In this context library has decided to
purchase the books which will be recommended by the students/ scholars.

Moreover, to address the students’ grievance (if any), library authority interacts with
the students’ half yearly where students and staff of the library sit together to find
out the possible ways of the problems. The caption of the meeting is ‘User Librarian
face-to-face’. From the meeting the names of the interested students have been
noted and ask them to interact/co-operate with the library on any problem under the
name ‘Library Friends’.

4, The Practice: One of the uniqueness of book selection process in Visva-
Bharati Library is that, in addition to faculty members, students and scholars are
entitled to submit requisitions for particular book(s) of their need. This process is a
continuous process and they are able to submit the requisitions throughout the year
irrespective of availability of fund. Authority and fund allocation committee is kind
enough to allocate some funds separately for the procurement of books as selected
by the students/scholars. To avoid any irrelevant collections and proper utilization of
the fund for needful collection the requisition form must be forwarded by the concern
HOD (for UG and PG Student) and HOD plus Research Supervisor (for scholars). The
requisition form is available in the office of the central library as well as in the library
website. In the proforma, concern candidate may mention the position (Reading
Room, Reference Section, Main Stack, etc.) for shelving of the book(s), in this way
library is trying to represent as students/scholar’s friendly library. Moreover, after
purchasing and processing of the book(s), concern candidate is being intimated
(through mobile call) by the library staff to issue the same from the library.

During meeting with the students, some students have been identified to act as
‘Library Friends’ to help to run the library smoothly. Not only that, during any
program (Seminar/Workshop/ Webinar/ Book Exhibition), these library friends are
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involving like a student of the any department and this is also very helpful to the
library to conduct any event as library has no students directly because VB has no
Library and Information Science as its teaching department.

5. Evidence of Success: It is observed that, scholars/ students are taking
active part in print books procurement in impartial manner. The trend of
submission of requisition is in ever increasing in nature. The sample of book
requisition by the student is as below;

| SL No_ | Name of the Ehayanas ' Sadapas ' Centres | Allocation (Rs)
3 $ &3 | Maramh 15000.00
Visva-Bharati Tt 100000

Central Library | 56, | Aammen 1500000

&7 | Lpachans VB 15000.00

; 68| Central Admmistration 15000.00

Book-réquisition for Scholars / Students { 56. | Indirs Gandhi Center Library 15000.00
e beaat oad 70. | Computer Centre 15000.00

T1._| Cenme for TO000.00

72| DA Hospital TO000.00

73, |Incharze of Sectonal Librares  (mclodmz  Books TEO000.00

requisitioned by smidems)
PSE and Sfksha Bhavans @ Re.50000 = Rs. 100000
PEW and Kala BEhavana (@ Rs 30000= R=. 60000/
Sangit, Vinzva, Batbs Bhavana, Sikse. Shaiga, @ Rs. 20000=
Fs. 20000/

Hindi, Chiness, Darshan, Rahindra Bhavans @ Rs
10000= Fs 40000

A General Information
ot . o g

n. Information about the Book 73 | Students - Scholars ttion (Central Library) 50000000

= a he Author( v Prices | 75. | Cenmal Library (Referance) 210000.00
e 76. | Pendmz Bill out of previous grant 20500000

= 7. | E-Books (Cental Liczary) 00000000

s Total All 330000000
!

* = Mesting ended 2t 5.00pm with vote of thanks.

5 I Members and Invitess present:

Dr. Nigpai Chand Sgha, University Librarian (Acting), V.B. - Chairperson
' “ Principal, Sifsha Bhavans, V.E.
S | Principal, Vidya Bhavans, V.B.

lj = \ “‘ Principal, Bhasha Bhavana, V.B.

Principal, Kals Bhavana, V.B.
Drincipal, Balli Samearhana Wikhazs. V.B.

Principal, Balli Siksha Bhavana, V.E.

Principal, Sangeet Ekavana, V.B.

Principal, Batba Bhavana, V.E.

Principal, Sisba. Sale, VB

In-charze Periodical Section, Central Library, V.E. (Invites)
In-charge Acquisition Section, Central Library, V.E. {Iavites)

> Ficass pravidesit known: #¢ Choles any one Spyioh Komiing oo/ Simck Room

of the Department /

VISVA-BHARATI
CENTRAL LIBRARY
{Visva-Bharati Library Network)

The following students/scholars have been picked-up as ‘LIBRARY FRIENDS® by the library authorty based on their
request'willingness 1n the meeting among the students/scholars and library staff/authonity held at Conference Hall, Central Library,
dated 25 May 2019 at 3.30pm. These library friends are supposed to communicate with the library authonity on any
problems/issues relating to library services. Validity of the list 1s till next meeting or one vear 1e. 24 May 2020, which one 1s

earlier.
SL No. Name of the Stndents Depi./Bhavana Library card No. Mobhile No. Mal ID
1. Anamika Debnath Sanskrit / Bhasha 18L/175 7585804246 anamika kmg] (@ gmail com
2. | Nibedita Naskar ATHC&AS Vidya 16V/108 8282836369 nononaskariagmail com
3. Shivam Kumar Economies/Vidya 17Vi254 8210066194 sksingham @ gmail com
4. Subhedu Saha Chemistry/ Siksha 165/9 9503001728 subhendusaha 1998 gmail.com
5. Atish Mondal Chemistry/ Siksha 165/5 8906378766 atish mondal 553 (@) zmail com
6. Sibananda Roy Sanslorit/Bhasha 170MP/64 9002324233 sibanandaroy]1 993 (@ gmail com
7. Abhishek Ghosh Physics/Siksha 165/63 8637837387 ov.021098(@ gmail com
8. Sayan Banerjee PCK/PSV 16PV/7 8926518545 sayonbanerjeel25 (@ gmail com
Q. Ashish Mondal Sanskrit/Bhasha 1817321 8911808850 ashism667 @ gmail com
10. | Tarun SA OdivaBhasha 17TRS5/65 8917308919 tsandhyajibani@ gmail com
11. | Mir Sajjad Ali Comp. Sc./Siksha 175/19 8918221936 aftabmia2 000/ gmail com
12. | 8k Abdul Sarkar Education / Vinaya 18B/66 7865094292 skabdursarkar51(@ gmail com
13. | Susim Sabwj Sarkar ISERC/Siksha 185/119 8902288010 susim. sabujdgmail com
14. | Rohit Senpupta Social Work / PEV 18PV/121 0614234644 rohit-sg. sw26/@ gmail com
15 | Sudipa Ghesh Sanskrit/Bhasha 171127 8768838332 sudipaghosh?000v@ pmail com
16. | Muhammad Mijanur Rahman | Chemistry/Siksha 185/228 8670108165 mijanird 138 gmail com
17. | Apoorva Sharad ISERC/Siksha [ 185/130 [ o113104408 sharadapoorva/a gmail com
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Authority has allocated separate fund for procurement of books requestioned
by the students, above screen shots are self-explanatory.

It is fact that, the needy students are immensely benefitted with this practice
and encouraged to use library properly.

6. Problems Encountered and Resources Required: the main problem is
as;

Before this introduction of this it was a regular that students/scholars came and
report to the library that the books need to us is not available in the library; on
the other hand, required boos were not available as books have been selected by
the faculty members only. After introduction of this system, the grievance from
the general users are gradually decreasing.

Library needs some special budget to meet the expenses for the procurement of
books recommended by the students/scholars throughout the year. Compare to
number of students, scholars, courses, departments the total book grant is not
enough to meet the current needs.

Library Friends are not in same nature. Some are in very inactive nature and a
few of them are active.

7. Notes (Optional): Any university/institute library may introduce this system
to encourage the general users for using more and more library for the study and
research purpose and also to develop user’s friendly library with print collections.
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